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Introduction

Available resources of New Testament Greek: A Reading Course are as follows:

1. The Student Text, in two volumes, is recommended for seminary, university,
and postgraduate students, or motivated high school students.

2. The Teacher’s Manual to accompany the Student Text is recommended for
instructors, and for those who are studying Greek without the help of an
instructor.

3. The Student Workbook is recommended for most high school students, for
students who wish to extend their study of this textbook over two years, or
for those who feel the need for additional practice. Exercises may be chosen
as needed.

4. The Teacher’s Manual for the Student Workbook is recommended for instruc-
tors and for those who are using the Student Workbook without the help of
an instructor.

New Testament Greek: A Reading Course was written for the person who wishes to
be able to read the Greek New Testament in its original language. By the time you
have finished both volumes of this course, you will

1. have a good working knowledge of Greek grammar;

2. be familiar with technical vocabulary used in New Testament
commentaries;

3. know about five hundred Greek words (words that occur over twenty-five
times in the New Testament);

4. know the principal parts of the most common verbs;

S. have read well over one thousand verses from the different parts of the
New Testament and the Septuagint;

6. understand some of the basic tools for critically analyzing a Greek text; and

7. be well prepared to read from the New Testament with the help of a lexicon.

New Testament Greek: A Reading Course not only presents the information you
need to learn New Testament Greek in a clear and concise manner, it also gives you
step-by-step guidance as to how you can master that information. Chapters are de-
signed to be completed in about one class. They are constructed to function more as
a dialogue than alecture.

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
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xii New Testament Greek: A Reading Course

Vocabulary words, with English derivatives and/or short exercises to aid in memorization, are
usually placed at the beginning of each chapter. You are encouraged to spend some time learning
the vocabulary before proceeding to the introduction of new grammar.

The explanation of complicated grammatical concepts is broken up into small increments, each
followed by short exercises that check for understanding and explore the implications of the new
material. You should complete the exercises, either orally or in writing, to solidify your under-
standing before proceeding to the next section. (Students who are learning without the help of an
instructor should use the teacher’s manual to check their answers.) Please do not be concerned if
you do not complete the exercises perfectly; some of the exercises ask you to make an educated
guess. Simply take the time you need to understand each section and to memorize the forms as
they are presented. A student workbook (and an accompanying teacher’s manual) are available
in separate volumes for those students who feel the need for extra practice.

Beginning in chapter 7, each chapter concludes with Readings, unadapted selections from the
Greek New Testament and Septuagint. These readings incorporate the new vocabulary and grammar
of the chapter. They are often followed by questions about figures of speech and other particulars.

To master New Testament Greek, you will need to plan for definite times to study. There are
several reasons why it is better to schedule shorter study sessions spread over several days rather
than to schedule one long study session in the course of a week:

1. Your brain learns more efficiently and effectively when it is allowed to sleep between
study sessions.

2. You are giving your brain an opportunity to convert new material from short-term
memory to long-term memory.

3. You will find studying easier and more enjoyable.

4. If you run into difficulties, you will have the opportunity to revisit questions the next
day, after you have rested. It will also give you time to reach out to fellow students or
your instructor for help.

If you run into difficulties, do not spend excessive time on one section. Instead, try the fol-
lowing strategies. Make a note of the difficulty so you can ask about it in class. Then, move on
to the next step. Completing your assignment, even imperfectly, is better than not complet-
ing it at all. Rest and revisit the problem the next day and see if you don’t understand it bet-
ter. Consider finding a partner and studying Greek together. This can make the journey more
pleasant. Also, consult the resources and helpful links made available at the publisher’s website,
https://www.bolchazy.com/NTGreekCourse.aspx.

If youread the New Testament outside of class, consider reading these texts in Greek as well as
English; as you progress through the course, you will find your understanding of the Greek New
Testament increasing steadily. When you buy a copy of the Greek New Testament, I suggest the
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Introduction xiii

United Bible Societies (UBS) edition that includes the dictionary. If you have not yet read the New
Testament in translation, consider reading at least one of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or
John) to give you some idea of the context of the quotations you are reading for this course. You
may find one of many modern translations available easier to understand.

Finally, while studying Greek can be daunting, it is a tool that is necessary for understanding
the book that is foundational to Christian thought. So as you study Greek, enjoy the opportunity
that this course affords to read and better understand the New Testament.

SALLY TEAGUE
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Chapter 1

Introduction to the Greek Alphabet

This twenty-sided polyhedron was inscribed with letters of the Greek alphabet, from alpha to upsilon.
Such objects were thrown like dice and used to select a letter at random, which corresponded to an
oracular message.

The Greek Alphabet

Below is a chart with the Greek alphabet and its pronunciation for your ref-
erence. There are exercises that follow to help you learn the letters and their
pronunciation. Briefly look at this chart, then proceed to the exercises. The first
line of the chart can be read as follows:

The letter a, A (alpha) is pronounced like the “a” in “media” or “calm.”

The letters p, v, and x are pronounced with sounds not found in English. An
acceptable English pronunciation is given in addition to approximations taken
from other modern languages.

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
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Unit I: Alphabet and Pronunciation

Capital

Name
(Greek)

Name
(English)

Pronunciation

a A dApa alpha media, calm

Y B Brita béta bat

Y r Yaupa gamma gum

) A SéAta delta dog

€ E RN epsilon bed

4 Z fra zéta birds

n H fta éta late

0 Q) Ofta theta thank

l 1 ot iota sit, pizza

K K Kamma kappa skit

A A Adppda lambda lamp

1 M uo mu man

v N ) na net

13 E & x1 lax

o @) O pikpév | omicron cop

v/ IT i p1 spin

p P p® rho tres (Spanish), rat

0,6 ) oiypa sigma sad

T T TaD tau stack

oY [svaer fapson (e (German)

o ) ol phi philosophy
machen (German),

X X Xt chi Q:os ( )

V% Y Vi psi lapse

W Q @ péya omega cold

The Greek vowels are a, €, 1, 1, 0, v, and w. The rest of the letters are consonants.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to the Greek Alphabet S

2.

The Greek Language and Its Pronunciation

The Greek language has been used by many peoples over several millennia. Greek is known
to have existed from the thirteenth century BCE and continues to be spoken in the present
day. After the conquests of Alexander the Great in the fourth century BcE—during the
Hellenistic period, the Roman Empire, and the early Byzantine Empire—and up until the
Arab conquests of the seventh century cg, Greek became the international language of the
eastern part of the Mediterranean world. It was in this international dialect, called Koine
Greek, that the New Testament was written. Through the present day, Greek has also been
studied by both classical and New Testament scholars of many nations. Because the pronun-
ciation of Greek has varied with time and location, we will not focus on trying to reproduce
the exact pronunciation of Greek in the first-century Roman Empire.

However, it is important for you to establish a reasonably accurate and consistent method
of pronunciation. Saying Greek words and sentences aloud will help you learn them more
easily. You will also want to be able to understand and be understood when you speak with
other scholars about Greek. For this book, I have chosen a system of pronunciation com-
monly used by New Testament scholars in the United States.

You may find learning to read Greek easier than learning to read English. This is because
each of the twenty-four letters of the Greek alphabet is associated with only one sound,
whereas several English letters have two or more sounds. For example, the Greek letter &

« »

has only one sound while the English letter “e” has three: pet has a short “e,” while the first

« » « »

e” in Pete is long and the second “e” is silent.

The Letters a, §,¢,, K, 0,7
Here are seven letters that look like their English counterparts. Study their names and pro-

nunciations. The first line reads, “The letter a (alpha) is pronounced like the ‘2" in ‘media’
or ‘calm.”

alpha media, calm
b delta dog
3 epsilon bed
l iota sit, pizza
K kappa skit
0 omicron cop
T tau stack
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Unit I: Alphabet and Pronunciation

4.

A. Say the names of these letters. Which letters are vowels?

a O € L kK o T

B. Pronounce these words. For now, ignore all the marks over the vowels. (The meanings of the
words are provided for your entertainment. You do not need to learn them now.)

1. & and

2. T1¢ and

3. éx out of
4. Ta the

S. 7l what?
6. 10 the

Dividing Words into Syllables

When reading a longer Greek word, it is helpful to break it up into syllables and read it one
syllable at a time. Dividing the syllables correctly can make pronunciation easier. Below are
a few rules for dividing syllables.

1. Every syllable has one vowel (or one vowel sound).

2. If possible, put a consonant at the beginning of each syllable. For example, the word
d¢éxa is divided like this: Séexa.

3. Iftwo consonants appear in the middle of a word, the syllable may be divided
between the two consonants or before the two consonants, whichever seems most
comfortable. For example, the word 8extd is divided like this: Sexetd.

Divide these words into syllables.

1. xatd down 6. Sextd acceptable
2. déka ten 7. 816 therefore
3. Kkakd bad 8. Séxata tenth

4. tote then 9. dxaka innocent
S. &4 through

Syllable Stress

Whenever aword has more than one syllable, one of the syllables is pronounced more loudly
than the other syllable(s). The syllable that is pronounced more loudly is called the stressed
syllable. The stressed syllable is underlined in each of the English words below.

Examples: university, average, confidential, obviously

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to the Greek Alphabet 7

Pronounce the English words slowly, dividing them into syllables. Identify the stressed syllable.
1. accidentally

2. celebrate

3. arrest

4. evangelist

S. original

6. controversial
6. Accents

There are three accent marks used in Greek:

the acute accent

a
a the circumflex
a the grave accent

These accents originally indicated tones or pitches; howevern many people today simply
stress the accented syllable, regardless of which accent mark is used.

Accent marks were not used yet at the time when the New Testament was written; they
were added by later editors. Since the rules for accents are complicated and since accent
placement does not generally affect the meaning, we do not suggest that beginning students
learn the rules for accents. However, those students who are striving for a very thorough
understanding of the Greek language can find information about accents in the sections
marked with a diamond (@) throughout the book. A complete guide to the rules for accents
is found in appendix I.

Pronounce the words of the exercise in section 4 of this chapter, stressing the accented syllable.

7. 'The Letter v

v nu net

A. Say the names of these letters.

a & € L kK VvV o T

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
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8 Unit I: Alphabet and Pronunciation

B. Pronounce these words, stressing the accented syllable.

1. év in 7. vaov temple

2. ava up 8. Soxov log

3. kevd empty 9. votov south wind
4. véa new 10. téxvov child

5. éav if 11. 686vta  tooth

6. évata ninth 12. {diov one’s own

8. The Letter p

p rho tres (Spanish), rat

A. Say the names of these letters.

a & € v x v o p 7

B. Pronounce these words.

1. xévtpov  sting 6. dxpatov  undiluted
2. vekpd dead 7. 7tpia three

3. dptov bread 8. «kpivete  youjudge
4. 8¢v8pov  tree 9. xapdia heart

S. xépata horn

9. The Lettern

T pi spin

A. Say the names of these letters.

a & € vt x v o p T

B. Pronounce these words.

1. mavta all 6. mpotepov former

2. mapd beside 7. mepi around

3. xapmév  fruit 8. mivete you drink
4. TomoV place 9. mintete  youfall

S. métpa rock

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to the Greek Alphabet

10. The Letter pu

¢

mu

A. Say the names of these letters.

a

S & 1

K p v

B. Pronounce these words.

1.

P ol o

pia
vopov
HETA
povov

dvopa

11. The Letter w

one
law

with
only

name

o W p T

6. méumopev

7. mapadiSopev
8. pévete

9. 0 ukpov

w

omega

cold

A. Say the names of these letters. Identify the vowels.

a

S & 1

K p v

B. Pronounce these words.

o T p T W

1. pévw I remain 6. mapadidwpt
2. Sok® I think 7. &vwmiov
3. mépmw Isend 8. mepumaT®
4. mimtw Ifall 9. émepwtd
S. dwdeka twelve

12. The Letter o, g
0, |sigma sad

we send

we deliver

you remain

(this is a Greek letter)

I deliver
before

I walk
Iask

Sigma is written o in the beginning and middle of a word and ¢ at the end of a word.

A. Say the names of these letters.

a

S € 1

K p v

o w p O T W

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
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10 Unit I: Alphabet and Pronunciation

B. Pronounce these words.

1. épdg my 6. Kk6opOg world
2. otopa mouth 7. wPOOCWTOV face

3. dpog mountain 8. amokpiolg answer
4. uéoog middle 9. pakaplog blessed
S. miotig faith

C. Practice writing these letters, pronouncing their names as you write.

a d £ L kK BV O T PO G T W

13. Capital Letters in the Greek New Testament

Capital Greek letters are used for proper nouns and the titles of books. Depending on the
editors of a text, they may also be used at the beginning of paragraphs, quotations, and/or
sentences. Some editors of the Greek New Testament capitalize words designating God,
and some do not.

A proper noun is the name of a specific person, place, thing, or time. Proper nouns are
capitalized in English. Examples of proper nouns are “Caesar,” “Jerusalem,” and “Sabbath.”
A common noun is the name of a general kind of person, place, thing, or time. Examples
of common nouns are “emperor,” “city,” and “day.”

A. Greek capital letters usually resemble either the corresponding lower case Greek letter or
their English equivalent. Write the lower case Greek letter that corresponds to each

capital letter.

1. M 8. N
2. K 9. Q
3. A 10. P
4. T 11. A
5. O 12. 1
6. E 13. 1T
7. Z

B. Practice writing these capital letters, pronouncing their names as you write.

A A EIT KMNOTII P 2T Q

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
Publishers Sample



Chapter 1: Introduction to the Greek Alphabet

11

C. Pronounce these place names and match them with their English equivalents.

1. Tapoog
2. 2Zmavia
3. Ilévtog
4. Pwun

S. MaxeSovia
6. Xodopa
7. Kava

8. Zwwv

9. Ilatpog
10. Acia
11. Zwa

12. Néa IToA g

Workbook, chapter 1 exercises a—e may be completed after this section.

Asia: a Roman province located in the west of modern
Turkey

Cana: a town in Galilee where Jesus performed his first
miracle

Macedonia: the ancestral territory of Alexander the Great
Neapolis: a city on the western coast of Italy

Patmos: the island where John, the writer of Revelation,
was exiled

Pontus: a Roman province on the Black Sea

Rome: the capital of the Roman Empire

Sinai: the mountain where the Ten Commandments were
given

Sodom: an ancient city destroyed along with Gomorrah

Spain: a province in the western Roman Empire

Tarsus: the city where the apostle Paul was born

Zion: the hill in Jerusalem where the city of David was built

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
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Chapter 11

The Accusative Case

This mold was used to
shape special loaves

of bread, which would
have been distributed
to medieval Christian
pilgrims in Jerusalem.
It depicts the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher.

1. Vocabulary

NOUNS
dptog-ov,6  (aloafof) bread
0ivog —ov, 0 wine
PRONOUN
i what? (nom. & acc.); why?
VERBS
€xw I have
Aapupavew I receive; I take (hold of) [syllable]
PREPOSITION
£ig (+ acc.) into; to, toward, against; for (the purpose

of); leading to; as [isogesis]
motedw eig  (phrase) I put my faith in; I believe in

* The acute accxP of Bigletea shafgeslingiaPublishers, Inc.
Publishers Sample 75




76

Unit I11: Introduction to Noun Cases

Test yourself: Translate these words from memory.

1. 7l

2. oivog
3. eig

4. dptog

S. AapPdavw
6. &w

7. moTedw €ig

The Forms of Accusative Nouns

The accusative singular and plural forms of dvBpwmog are dvBpwmov and avBpwmovg respec-
tively. Below is a declension of &vBpwmog showing the nominative, genitive, accusative, and
vocative cases.

A.

B.

D.

Singular
Nominative — &vBpwmog
Genitive avOpwmov
Accusative dvOpwmov
Vocative dvOpwme

Plural
dvBpwmot
avOpwmwy
avOpwmovg
dvBpwmot

Give the accusative form of each noun. Keep the number the same.

1. Aobyou
2. daptog

3. Beoi
4. Xprotog

Give the plural form of each noun. Keep the case the same.

1. viod

2. A\oyog

3. dptov

4. xbpte

Give the singular form(s) of each noun. Keep the case the same.

1. Siddokadot
2. Sovlovg
3. 4deA@v

Test yourself: Write the nominative, genitive, accusative, and vocative forms of &v0pwmog

from memory.
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Chapter 11: The Accusative Case 77

3. Accusative Articles a

Consider the following declension of &vOpwmog with its article. Note the accusative singular
and plural articles, T6v and Tovg respectively.

Singular Plural
Nominative 6 &vBpwmog ol dvBpwmot
Genitive T0D avBpwmov TOV avOpd Wy
Accusative 1OV dvBpwmov Todg avOpwmovg
Vocative avOpwme dvBpwmot

A. Givethe correct form of the article to modify each noun.

1. xéopov 4. Suaokdlovg
2. Aobyov S. vioi
3. oivog 6. dptwv

B. Make these noun phrases plural. Keep the case the same.
1. 1oV adeApdv
2. Todviod

3. d6aptog

C. Make these noun phrases singular. Keep the case the same.
1. t@vdodAwv
2. Tovg Kkvpiovg

3. oidodyou

D. Test yourself: Write the nominative, genitive, and accusative forms of 6 4v@pwmog from
memory.

E. Translate these prepositional phrases.
1. eigTOVKOTHOY
2. ¢kT@OV SdaokdAwy

3. elgTovKapdV
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Unit I11: Introduction to Noun Cases

Direct Object

The following sentences have exactly the same words. What is the difference in meaning?
1. Godloves the world.
2. The world loves God.

The difference is a matter of sentence structure. “God” is the subject of the first sentence
and “the world” is the subject of the second sentence. The subject performs the action of
the verb. “The world” is the direct object of the first sentence and “God” is the direct object
of the second sentence. The direct object receives the action of the verb.

A. Identify which of the underlined phrases is the subject and which is the direct object.

1. The angels left the shepherds.
2. The shepherds found Mary and Joseph and the baby.

3. Mary treasured all these things in her heart.

B. Observe

What do you notice about subjects and direct objects in English sentences?

C. Use these examples to determine how Greek distinguishes between the subject and direct
object of a sentence.
PAémer 6 améoTodog TOV Siddokalov. The apostle sees the teacher.

PAémeL OV dméoTod OV O Si8dokadog.  The teacher sees the apostle.

The Accusative as Direct Object B

In Greek, the subject is in the nominative case and the direct object of a verb is in the ac-
cusative case. In English, the subject is normally before the verb, and the direct object after
the verb.

Direct Object ~ Verb Subject

1OV dpTOV Aappavovoy  oi dvpBwmot.
Subject Verb Direct Object
The men receive the bread.

Translate the sentences.
1. ypdget 6 améoTONOG TODGAOYOUG.
2. kOprov éxovawy oi SodAot.

3. TioddapPdvel dptov 6 dvBpwmog;
©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
Publishers Sample



Chapter 11: The Accusative Case 79

6.

di8doxkel 6 Tnoodg avOpwmovs.
adedgé, Ti dxovelg;

bueic Exete kOpLov, GAN £yw ovK éxw.
Tig PAémer OV dvOpwmov;

TOV 4deA@ov Si18doket 6 Siddokalog.

© ® N oa

gxouev dptov Kai oivov.

10. ti 0¢éAete, viog;

Phrases with Genitive Nouns
A genitive noun generally depends on the noun that is closest. In the sentence below, Tod
Oeod depends on tov Adyov, not on 6 dvBpwmog, because TOv A6yov is closer. The genitive
noun and the noun on which it depends together make a noun phrase.

6 avBpwmog dxodet (tov Aéyov T0d Be0D).

The man hears the word of God. NOT The man of God hears the word.

Identify the phrases with genitive nouns. Then translate the sentences.
6 0e0¢ AANO@g YvwokeL Todg viodg TV AvOpDTWY.
TobG SovAovg ToD XpLoTod od AapPdvel 6 KOTHOG.
Ypagovot Todg Adyovs oi ddoTodot Tod XpLoTod.

gxet 0 SoDAog TOV dpToV Kai olvov Tod Kvpiov.

€K TOV adeAP@V T0D Si8aokdlov eipi.

A i e

TLOTEVOVOLV £i¢ TOV VIOV TOD Oc0D.

Objects of the Verb axodw Y

When the object of the verb dkodw is a person, it is in the genitive case.

0 &vBpwmog dkovel TOVAdYov ToD Oe0D. The man hears the word of God.
6 &vBpwmog dkovel TOVAOYOV. The man hears the word.
6 &vBpwmog dxovel Tod Beod. The man hears God.

Translate the sentences.
1. éxodet Todg AdYoVg TOD AdeAPOD.
2. ook, adedgoi, Todg Adyovg Tod Be0d dkoDETE;
3. ob &Anbag dxodelg Tod dtdaokdAov;

4, 71obdviod ToD o’tvepdmov ovK dkovovov.
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Unit I11: Introduction to Noun Cases

8.

Implied Possession

With nouns implying a relationship between two people, such as “son,” “brother,” or “mother,”
Greek avoids using possessive adjectives such as “my,” “your,” “his,” “her,” “our,” and “their.”
Unless otherwise specified, the relationship is assumed to be with the subject of the verb.

PAémw OV 48eA@ov.  Isee my brother.

Translate these sentences.

1. 1oV KkDpLov yIvwaokovoy oi SodAot.

2. AapPaver 6 &vOpwmog TOV ASEAPOV.
3. Todg dovdovg Siddokelg;
4

bueig moTeveTe €l TOV SiddoKaAov.

Transitive Verbs, Intransitive Verbs, and Linking Verbs §

An intransitive verb is a verb that has no direct object. A transitive verb is a verb that has
adirect object, which must be accusative. A linking verb is a verb that cannot have a direct
object, but rather has a predicate nominative. The verb eipi is the most common linking verb.

Intransitive Verb with No Direct Object and No Predicate Nominative
HEVQ. I remain.

Transitive Verb with an Accusative Direct Object
PAénw Si8dokalov.  Iseeateacher.

Linking Verb with a Predicate Nominative
elpt S1ddokalog. I am a teacher.

A. Determine whether the verb in each sentence is a transitive verb, intransitive verb, or
linking verb. Translate the sentences.
1. odmoTedovoy oi kVpLOL.
2. oidodAot adeAgoi eiotv.
3. Aéyerdoyov.
4

YWwhokopey TOV Siddokatov.

B. Give the correct singular ending for these nouns. Translate the sentences.
1. Exopev oiv
2. oD el dodA
3. AapPaveig kopt ;
4

avlpwm £0TLV. ) .
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C. Give the correct plural ending for these nouns. Translate the sentences.

1.

2.
3.
4

KOpL EoUEV.
apt gxovov.
di8doxkel 6 Siddokalog avBpdm

ovk ¢071¢ O¢

10. Readings from the New Testament and Septuagint

1. TiobPAémetg, ApwG; Amos8:2

Apws, 6 Amos, a prophet in the Hebrew Scriptures

2. Otivov ovx éxovotv. John2:3

3. obodvTiAéyels; Johns:s

4. ZYmotedelg eig 1OV Yiov Tod avOpwmov;  John9:35

S. Tiobvéotiy, aSedoi; 1 Cor14:26

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
Publishers Sample



Chapter 46

Regular Comparative and
Superlative Adjectives

The images in this seventeenth-century Ethiopian manuscript depict Mary, mother of Jesus.

1. Vocabulary

NOUNS
aypog -od, 6 field; farm; countryside [agronomy]
TA@oTa —ag, 1) tongue, language [ glossolalia, glossary]
Mapia —agor Mapuap,j  Mary, mother of Jesus; sister of Lazarus
VERB
nEPITATEW Iwalk [peripatetic]
ADVERBS
uaXov more, rather
6mov where; when, while
@8e here
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Unit XII: More Adjectives

2.

A. Extend your vocabulary: Use the new vocabulary to guess the meaning of matéw.

B. Test yourself: Translate these words from memory.

1. dmov S. aypdg

2. mepmatéw 6. paMov

3. @3¢ 7. Mapia-ag, 1|
4. y\@ooa

Positive, Comparative and Superlative
Degrees of Adjectives

Adjectives in Greek and English have three degrees: positive, comparative, and super-
lative. For example,

Positive ToVN PO —1 -6V wicked
Comparative  movnpoéTepog —a—ov  more wicked
Superlative movnpotatog -n—-ov  most wicked

Aside from mpeaBiTepog, the comparative form of npeafotng —ov, 6 (= elderly man), all
the adjectives in chapters 1-45 are positive adjectives.

In Greek, comparative adjectives are usually formed by adding the endings —tepog
—tepa—tepov. Greek comparative adjectives may be translated into English in various ways:

1. with the ending —er, as in “stronger,”
2. with the word “more,” as in “more important,” or

3. with the word “rather,” as in “rather nice.”
Comparative movnpotepog dvBpwmog  amore wicked man, a rather wicked man

The endings of regular Greek superlative adjectives are usually —tatog —tatn —tatov or
—t070g —totn —totov. Greek superlative adjectives may be translated in various ways:

1. with the ending —est, as in “tallest,”
2. with the word “most,” as in “most beautiful,” or

3. with the word “very,” as in “very pleasant.”

Superlative  movnpdtartog &vOpwmog avery wicked man
6 &vBpwmog 6 movnpétatog  the most wicked man
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In Koine Greek, a positive adjective is sometimes used in place of a comparative or su-
perlative form.

"Eti6 wikpdg.  1Sam16:11  [There is] still the youngest.

A. Translate each adjective form. Some definitions have been given to you.

1. dyog—a—-ov ay16TEPOG —a —0V AYLOTATOG —1) —OV

2. axpifig —£g (strict) akpiBéotepog —a—ov  akpipéoTarog —n —ov
3. ebkomog —ov (easy) £0KOTWTEPOG —L —OV

4. Kawvog -1 —ov KavoTEPOG —a —0v

S. Tiptog —a —ov (precious) TudTEPOG —at —OV TIPLDOTATOG —1] —OV

6. OynAég -1 —6v (high)  OynAétepog—a—-ov  Byiotog -1 —ov

B. Translate these phrases and sentences using the vocabulary of exercise 2A.

1. tiydpéoTv e0KOTWTEPOY...; Matt9:S
2. TiKavOTEPOV  Acts 17:21
3. xata Ty axpipectdtny alpeov tig Nuetépag Opnokeiag  Acts26:S
aipeoig —ewg, ) religious faction, party
Nuétepog—a—ov our
Opnokeia —ag, 1 religion
4. Ov706. .. 6 Mehy1oédek, Bactheds Zadhy, iepeds Tod @cod Tod YioTov
Heb 7:1
MeXxioédex, 6 Melchizedek
TaAfy, | Salem, or Jerusalem; (Hebrew) peace
iepeds —ewg, 0 priest
S. 1) ayrwTtdTty VU@V TioTel  Jude 1:20
6. 0 Qwothp adtig Spotog Al TIpwTATY. Rev2l:11
Qwothp —fjpog, 6 radiance, brilliance
épotog—a—ov like (+ dat.)
AiBog —ov, 0 stone

3. Phrases with Comparative Adjectives a—p
Comparative adjectives compare one noun or pronoun to another. Sometimes the second
element of comparison is in the genitive case. This is called a genitive of comparison. In
the following example, £éavTod is a genitive of comparison.

£t £TEpa TVELPATA TOVNPOTEPA £AVTOD  Matt 12:45
seven other spirits more evil than itself

©2022 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.
Publishers Sample
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Sometimes both the elements of comparison are in the same case and separated by #} (or
occasionally dmep), which means “than.” In the following example, £éavtév is in the accusa-
tive case because it is being compared with the accusative direct object Tvedpata.

ENTA ETEPA TVEDUATA TTOVNPOTEPA ) £AVTOV

seven other spirits more evil than itself

Translate the following phrases.
1. ioxvpotepdg pov  Matt 3:11
ioxvpog—a—-ov strong, mighty
2. Ta PapdTepa Tod vopov  Matt 23:23
Bapvg—cia—v weighty, important
3. &vTiuoTepdG ooy Luke 14:8
¢vTipog—0v  honored, esteemed, distinguished
4. 0vewTepog adT@V  Luke 15:12
véog-a—ov young
5. 6viog adtod 6 peoPvTepog  Luke 15:25
6. evyevéoTepol TV £v Oeooaloviky — Acts 17:11

edyevg—£€g  open-minded
@eooalovikn -ng, 1 Thessalonica, a city in Macedonia

7. OYnAOTEPOG TOY 0VpaAv®Y  Heb 7:26
oYnA6g -1 -6v  high

4. The Dative of Degree of Difference

A dative adjective may be used with a comparative to show degree of difference.

oM@ paMov much more
60w PNV how much more

S. Readings from the New Testament and Septuagint Y

1. TOV Aypov kai T0 oTAAALoV TO £V adTQ 0ot SidwpL.  Gen23:11

onjAatov —ov, 76 cave

2. ovk ayafog éyw oot d7ép Séka TéKva;  1Sam1:8

S¢xa ten (indeclinable)
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3. ayadn éoxatn Aoywy dmep dpxNv adTOD.  Eccl7:8
¢oxatn -ne, 1 end

4. €l 8¢ TOV XOpTOV TOD AYpOoD . .. 6 Oedg 0DTWG AUPLEVYVTLY, 00 TONG
paMov DUAGg, OALYOTLOTOL;  Matt 6:30

X0pTOG —0V, 0  grass
aperévvopur I clothe
OArydmiotog -1 —ov  oflittle faith

S. Awdokale, Toia EVTOAT PeYAAN £V TQ VOUW; Matt22:36

6. o) 0DTOG 0TIV 0 TEKTWY, 0 VoG THg Mapiag kal aSeAgog TakwPov kat
Twoftog kai Tovda kai Zipwvog; kai ovk eioly al adedgal avTod Hdde
TPOG NUAG;  Mark 6:3
TEKTWV —0V0G, 0  carpenter
Twoig, Twof)tog, 6  Joses

7. 1O Tvedpa dmov BéNeL TVET Kal TNV VY adTOD AKOVELG.  John3:8

nvéw Iblow

8. i8¢ 10 mapamTwpa adT@V TAODTOG KOTPOV Kal TO HTTHHA adT@V TAODTOG
£0v@V, TOoW pHaMov TO TANPWHA ADT@Y.  Rom 11:12
mapdnTwpa -70g, 76  sin, wrongdoing, trespass
wAoDT06 —0v, 0,70 riches, wealth, abundance
fiTTnua—7tog, 76 defeat; failure
wé00g -1 —-ov  howmuch
mAfpwpa —706,76  fullness, completeness, fulfillment

9. “OTL 10 pwpov 10D Oeod coPwTEPOV TOY AVOpWTWY £0Tiv Kai TO doBevig
ToD @0 ioVPITEPOV TOV AVOPWOTWY. 1 Cor1:25

pwpov-od,t6 foolishness

00QOg—1] -0V  wise

&o0cvég —ods, 76  weakness
ioxvpog—&—-0v strong, mighty, powerful

10. 11 yap capkikoi é0te. S0V Yap £v VUV {fAog kai €pig, ovyi capkikoi éote
Kai katd AvOpwmov wepimateite; 1 Cor3:3

oapkikog — —6v  of the flesh, worldly
{ijdog—ov, 6 jealousy

<

£p1g—180g,1)  strife, selfish rivalry, quarreling
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11. pf) TAVTEG ATOTTONOL; UP) TAVTEG TTPOPHTaL; Uf| TAVTEG SIdAoKAAOL; pi)
TAVTEG SUVAELG; i) TAVTEG YapiopaTa EXovoty lapdTwy; un TAvTeg
YAwooatg Aadodow; ur) Tavteg SteppunvevovoLy; 1 Cor 12:29-30

Sovapig —ewg, 1)  power, ability, miracle; here, "miracle worker”
xapiopa—vog, 76  gift

fapa -706,76 healing

Siepunvedw linterpret, explain, translate

12. Edyaplot® 1@ Oed, TdvTwy DP@V paAov YA®Oooatg AdA®. 1 Cor 14:18
evxaptotéw Ithank (+ dat.)

13. el yap tfj Srakoviq Tig katakpicews S6Ea, ToOMG paMov weprooedet 1
Stakovia tfg Stkatoovvng 86&n. 2 Cor3:

Stakovia—ag, ) ministry
KaTakplowg —ews, ] condemnation
meprooedw Labound; I exceed; I excel

14. S mioTews yap mepimatodpev, o dia eidovg. 2 Cors:7

€id0g -ovg,T6  visible form, outward appearance; sight, seeing

15. OBtwg kal f) YA@ooa pkpov péXog £0Tiv kai peydda avxel. idod HAikov
TOp NAIKNY BANY GvamTeL. kai ] YA@OoA TOp.  Jas 3:5-6

avxéw Iboast, make wild claims
fAikog—n—ov how great, how large; how small
BAn-ne,f forest

avantw Ikindle, set ablaze

Find examples of these constructions in the Readings in this chapter.

1. dative of advantage or possession
dative of degree of difference
dative of reference or respect
genitive of comparison

a positive adjective substituted for a comparative

A

a positive adjective substituted for a superlative
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6. AFigure of Speech: Paronomasia or Pun

Paronomasia [pareoenoema«SEE«a] or pun is the use of a word in such a way as to suggest
more than one meaning. For example, “Santa Claus’s helpers are known as subordinate
Clauses.”

Consider how these figures of speech are used in the Readings in this chapter.

1. alliteration

2. assonance

3. metaphor

4. oxymoron

S. paronomasia or pun
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