LATIN FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM, Level 2

LATIN STORY TO ACCOMPANY REVIEW 3

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) was an important figure in establishing Italian literature. He is best known for his work,
Commedia (Divine Comedy), which describes Dante’s journey through hell, purgatory, and heaven. Just as Petrarch
wrote letters to the esteemed author Cicero, Dante, in his work, imagines his own literary idol, Vergil, leading him on
his journey as he explores morality and the afterlife. As Dante progresses through the underworld, memories of his be-
loved Beatrice, who fascinated him since their first meeting when he was nine years old and who became his concept

of the ideal woman, inspire him to continue on his harrowing journey.

The French artist Paul Gustave Louis Christophe Doré (1832-1883) painted this oil, Dante and Virgil in the Ninth Circle of Hell, in
1861. He was well-known not only for his paintings but also for his wood engravings of scenes from classical literature, including
not only Dante’s Divine Comedy but also the Vulgate Bible. Public Domain/Wikimedia Commons.

DANTE’S CLASSICAL INSPIRATION
1 Cum vir, ndomine Dantés, per silvas erraret, frigus et glaciés super arborés erant.
Dantés poéta linguae et Italae et Latinae peritus erat. Subité trés béstiae ferocés poétam
sequébantur et Dantés fugit. Dantés viro convénit, qui valdé verébatur. Hic vir per aetatés
praeclarus erat quod poéta peritior quam omnés erat. Erat celeberrimus poétarum
s Romanorum, Vergilius.
Dantés crédere non poterat Vergilium ipsum sécum loqui velle.
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“Ego,” Vergilius inquit, “volo té dicere in itinere. Bedta Beatrix mé démisit ut tibi

ostenderem Orcum.”
Vergilius et Dantés sub terram lapsi sunt. Sub terra Orcus in multos circulos partitus

0 est. Ad portam pervénérunt et inscriptione ornata est: LASCIATE OGNE SPERANZA,
VOI CH'INTRATE. Vergilius inscriptionem Latinam légit, Dantés Italam. Cum Dantés
inscriptionem conspiceret, progredi nolébat sed Vergilius Dantem hortatus est ut sub
terram intraret et circulos Orci inspiceret.

Optimi hominés cum De6 in caeld habitavérunt. Multi, qui fidélés et optimi peccantum

15 fuerant, in Piirgatorio erant. Laboravérunt ut meliorés essent et caelum intrarent. Plarimi
in Limbo erant quod dé Iésit non scivérunt. Dantés poétarum Italorum et Graecorum
studiosus fuerat et tunc in Limbo Dantés Homérum, Ovidium, Horatium, et Licanum
invénit. Dantés sé poétis antiquis addidit quod scivit sé carmina similia qualitate
carminibus Homeri et Ovidii scriptarum esse.

20 Dantés remanére cum poétis maluit sed Vergilius Dantem inferius sub terram moderatus
est. Plareés circuli Orci erant in quo terribilés et miseri hominés paniti sunt. In quoque
circuld, hominés peiorés quam pridrés puniébantur. Fugere volébant. Fugere conabantur
sed non poterant. Dantés omnia quae viderat miratus erat.

Vergilius et Dantés ex Orco discessérunt ut Dantés carmen suum scriberet et quo sé

55 poétis praeclaris adderet.

VOCABULA NOVA

beatus, -a, -um — blessed

béstia, -ae, f. — wild animal

circulus, -i, m. - circle

Iésus, Iesu, m. — Jesus, for Christians, the son of God

inferius (adv.) - deeper, further down

inscriptio, inscriptionis, f. — inscription

inspicio, inspicere, inspéxi, inspectus — to inspect

LASCIATE OGNE SPERANZA, VOI CH’ INTRATE - Italian for
Abandon all hope, you who enter.

Limbus, -1, m. — Limbo, a place where some Christians believe the
unbaptized reside after death for eternity

Luacanus, -, m. — Lucan, Roman poet, born in Cordoba, Spain,
famous for his epic Pharsalia

miror, mirari, miratus sum — to marvel at, to wonder at

Orcus, -1, m. — god of the underworld, also known as Hades

peccans, peccantis, m. — sinner

peritus, -a, -um - skilled

Purgatorius, -1, m. — Purgatory, a place where some Christians

believe sinners pay for their sins, are cleansed, and then are able to
enter heaven

quisque, quaeque, quodque —each

valdé (adv.) - really, very
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